A HELPING HAND
You may not be familiar with Central Church’s Helping Hand Fund. We often speak about the
Operating Fund because it is the most central to enable our ministry as a church, providing for the
day-to-day operation of our congregation and the ability to serve God. But we also have designated
funds (all the other funds) comprised of money given by church families for a particular purpose.
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The Helping Hand Fund is a designated fund; dollars are given to assist individuals with immediate
needs. It is intended to be available to persons in a financial crisis. It has been used to pay medical
bills, rent, utilities, car repairs, and the like. Our church uses the Helping Hand Fund to support only
individuals and families connected to our Central Church family.

Pastoral Reflection from Pastor Dominic Tommy

The fund is dispersed at the discretion of the Pastor and overseen by the Missions Committee. The
requests are intended to address a specific need and are handled in a confidential manner for the
person or family receiving the gift.

The next Pastoral Reflection to be read will be that from Dr. Rev. Vaughn Thurston-Cox. Vaughn
is appointed to Central Church as your new pastor. Officially, Rev. Thurston-Cox will take up his
duties on July 1, 2020. My pastoral presence at Central will remain until June 14th. Thereafter,
Comfort and I shall be taking vacation for two weeks. Any need for a pastoral presence, or in
any emergency during “moving weeks” of June 1 through 14, you can still reach me at
(269) 941-3787.

The Helping Hand fund is only sustained by donations from you. There is no budget; there is no
fundraising. You are probably aware of individuals within our church who could use a helping hand,
especially in these trying times. Some are too proud to ask or accept help, but we would like to
continue having funds available for when the need or request arises.
We ask that you prayerfully consider giving to the Helping Hand Fund, whether consistently or on
occasion. All gifts are welcomed and truly appreciated.

Recent Memorial Gifts
Your gifts to Central Church become a living
tribute to honor a loved one or friend.
We praise the Lord for the lasting legacy
provided by all donors:

In Memory of Helen Miller: $45
In Memory of Earl Decker: $25

Dear Central Friends and Families,
PASTORAL FAREWELL NOTES!

Speaking of moving, Comfort and I will be moving out of the parsonage beginning June 1.
Sunday, June 14, would have been my final worship service day at Central Church, but that is
not going to happen. (Please read the recent update on re-opening the Church on the next
page). The Administrative Board of Central Church plans to gather in mid-June to assess the
situation with the input of Pastor Vaughn.
Are you guessing where we are moving to? We are moving to our retirement home which is:
2840 Riley Ridge Road, Holland MI 49424.
My e-mail address will cease to be the address for the pastor on the 30th of June. The cell
phone number, given above, will also cease as an official contact phone for pastoral emergencies. Rev. Thurston-Cox will have a new e-mail address and phone number for you on July 1st.
As we transition into a different milestone of life, Comfort and myself are appreciative of your
support, fellowship, and love extended to us during our pastoral residency in Lake Odessa. The
past three months at Central Church have been very tough for us as we experienced isolation
and uncertainties in the midst of Covid-19. Your faithfulness to Christ and Central Church has
brought comfort and hope to us and the Church. We wish we could make up for the loss of all
the face-to-face contact with parishioners during this time--very unusual for many pastors,
including myself, to end ministry in this way. I hope you understand.
Finally, and this is the sad part—bidding “Farewell” without seeing you. May all be well with you
and your loved ones. And, I am inviting you to join me in praying for the global Church of Jesus
Christ. Pray for Central Church in her continual work of ministries within the LakeO community
and beyond; and your office Administrative Secretary, Kim Stoepker, as she goes through the
changes of welcoming a new pastoral leader. You all know what a great part of the office team
Kim has been over these many years! Central Church is blessed having her in the office. I believe that you will continue to appreciate her kindness and knowledge to keep all of us on track.
With the United Methodist Church—being a connectional church—I am not going to say goodbye. We shall be seeing one another again! If not here, we’ll see you in the New Jerusalem.
Till then…

Central United Methodist Church is located in downtown Lake Odessa at 912 4th Avenue.
Contact us at 616-374-8861; info@centralchurch-lakeo.org or pastor@centralchurch-lakeo.org.

Shalom!
~~Pastor Dominic Tommy

where Christ is central.
PRAYERS OF CONDOLENCE

Update on Re-opening the Church
Dear Central Families and Friends:
On Wednesday, May 20, 2020, the Administrative Board of Central Church met in the Church parking lot to assess the ongoing development on Covid-19. After deep discussion of the concerns and
potential danger to the senior population in our congregation, the Board decided that Central
Church’s worship services will be on hold through the month of June. We regret the inconveniences
this delay may cause our Central families.
Pastoral care and support continue to be available through June 30. You may contact Pastor Dominic
directly at 269-941-3787, or email at pastordominic61@gmail.com.
Meanwhile, be assured that the Church Office will be there to support you. Kim Stoepker will
continue to be on reduced hours for the next couple of weeks, or at least until Rev. Vaughn requires
assistance and worship services resume. She will typically be in the office on Tuesday mornings
(with the exception of June 2) and also periodically throughout the week as the need requires. It
may be a good idea to call ahead if you need assistance, or you can email or leave a message.
Please continue to pray for the Church as we wait to resume worship when the threat of Covid-19 is
reduced. Thank you for your faithfulness in giving to the Church during this difficult time in the life
of our congregation.
Celebrations
Birthdays

06/01
06/03
06/04

06/11
06/15
06/17
06/19
06/19
06/20

Christy Erickson
Mike McCartney
Kim Deardorﬀ
Allen Decker
Dale Pa erson
Jan Jackson
George Carpenter
Ron Cunningham
Ann Wagner
Kathy Decker
George Thelen
Charlo e Kendregan
Dick Nelson
Caroline McDonald

Anniversaries

07/01
07/04
07/05
07/11
07/11
07/18
07/21
07/22
07/23
07/27
07/28

Sidney Klynstra
Wes Friend
Tina Walker
Virginia Rayner
Von Goodemoot
Tom Reiser
Allison Thelen
Kaye Friend
Clara Hutchison
Judy Freidhoﬀ
Chris2na Jackson

06/01/1977 Dick & Vergie Winkler
06/09/1990 George & Penny Thelen
06/18/1994 Del & Jane Kostanko
06/24/1978 Tony & Kay Barcro5
06/30/2017 Michael & Sherry Helmic

Family
Family
Family
Family
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of
of
of

State of the Church Report

Angie (Laidler)
Lois Peacock
Norma Bever
Scott Hamp

Stats for April 2020
Average Attendance:

SOME THINGS TO CELEBRATE!!!
We welcome
Jacob Matthew Spagnuolo
to the family of Christ.
Jacob was born on February 16,
2020, to Jackie and Brandon
Spagnuolo, weighing 7 lbs., 7 oz.,
and 20 inches long.
When he was last weighed in April
(2nd month appointment), he was 11
lbs., 6 oz, and 23 inches. Jackie
reports that he is heavier now. He
likes to hold on to blankets, shirts
and toys that have rings on them.
Jacob is very close to being able to
roll over. And he has very long legs!
We wish the best to the Spagnuolo
Family!!

Operating Fund:
Receipts
$10,739.62
Expenses
($13,605.76)
Designated Giving:
Building Fund
General Missions
Helping Hands
Missionary Delbert Groves
UMCOR
CROP Walk

$
$
$
$
$
$

345
5
105
50
25
20

Upcoming Blood Drive

Our Red Cross blood
drive scheduled for
June 8th, has been
cancelled.
Those who are able to give blood
are encouraged to go to a site
where safety protocols are in
place.

07/29/1978 Dominic & Comfort Tommy
With Gratitude to God,
Central Church
Congratulates our 2020 Graduate:
MACKENZIE THELEN
LAKEWOOD HIGH SCHOOL

June Events

Mackenzie is the daughter of George and Penny Thelen. She is
planning to attend Iowa State University in the fall.

FRESH FOOD DISTRIBUTION
Tuesday, June 2—2:00 pm (see related article)

Committee/Other Meetings Scheduled:

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE—CANCELLED

Administrative Council—Tuesday, June 16

UMW ANNUAL OUTING
Tuesday, June 9—POSTPONED

Board of Trustees—TBD

Finance—Monday, June 15, 6 pm

They are hoping to plan a late summer open house, but in the
meantime, cards are welcome for our graduate:
765 Goodemoot Road, Portland, MI 48875

Fresh Food Distribution
Tuesday, June 2, at 2 p.m.
DRIVE-THRU ONLY
At this time only Cargill
volunteers are allowed to
hand out food.

